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The University of Dayton regards its 
commencement exercises as among 
the most important ceremonial  
occasions of the academic year. 
These exercises are filled with 
symbols and traditions designed to 
remind us all of the thousands of 
years that universities have existed 
and their noble purposes.
The academic costumes of various  
colors and types are part of the sym-
bolism. They are described on the 
inside front cover of this program. 
The  bright blue gowns with red trim 
are worn by those serving as Univer-
sity marshals for today’s  ceremony  
(see Page 4 of this program). The 
marshals wear these distinctive 
gowns as identification of their 
official capacity to direct the pro-
cessionals of administrators, faculty 





conventional ceremonial garb and 
mortarboard.
The chief University marshal carries 
the University mace, and the pres-
ident wears the president’s medal-
lion. On stage are the United States 
and papal flags. So, too, the music 
that is played and the words that  
are spoken have special significance. 
For example, the deans who have 
been responsible for the education 
of the students “present” the stu-
dents as worthy of graduation to the 
president. In turn, the president 
confers the degrees on behalf of the 
University.
At our commencement ceremonies, 
which differ from many universi-
ties’, each student’s name is read, 
and the president then congratu-
lates that student. The University  
believes that this is an important  
part of the graduation ceremony.  
The University also has a tradition 
of faculty coming from their seats 
behind the stage to congratulate the 
graduating students. These tradi-
tions symbolize the caring and  
person-oriented spirit of the  
University.
The University hopes you will both
enjoy and respect this commence-
ment. You can do both by standing 
for the invocation and the national 
anthem, by listening during the 
awarding of the degrees and by 
standing to sing the University of 
Dayton anthem (see Page 44). We are 
the University of Dayton community, 
a community which respects and 
cares for each other. This 166th  
commencement marks another  
beginning. Let us rejoice together.
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ADMINISTRATORS
Daniel J. Curran, Ph.D.
President
Paul H. Benson, Ph.D.
Interim Provost
Deborah J. Bickford, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Academic Affairs  
and Learning Initiatives
Paul M. Bobrowski, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Business Administration
S. Ted Bucaro
Government and Regional Relations 
Director
William M. Fischer, J.D.
Vice President for Student Development
Rev. James F. Fitz, S.M.
Vice President for Mission and Rector
David L. Harper
Vice President for University Advancement
Andrew T. Horner
Vice President for Finance  
and Administrative Services
Kevin R. Kelly, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Education  
and Health Sciences
Beth H. Keyes
Vice President for Facilities  
and Campus Operations
Carissa M. Krane, Ph.D.
President, Academic Senate
John E. Leland, Ph.D., P.E.
Vice President for Research and 
Executive Director of UDRI
Chris Morrison
Interim Vice President for Advancement
Carolyn Roecker Phelps, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Faculty 
and Administrative Affairs
Jason L. Pierce, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Mary Ann Recker, J.D.
General Counsel
Jason K. Reinoehl, Ph.D.
Interim Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and Marketing
Eddy M. Rojas, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Engineering
Thomas D. Skill, Ph.D.
Associate Provost and  
Chief Information Officer
Andrew Strauss, J.D.
Dean, School of Law 
Crystal C. Sullivan 
Director of Campus Ministry
Neil G. Sullivan
Vice President and Director of Athletics
Paul M. Vanderburgh, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for  
Graduate Academic Affairs
Troy W. Washington




Associate Vice President for University  
Marketing and Strategy
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Department of Civil and  




Department of Teacher Education
Barbara M. DeLuca
Associate Marshal 
Department of Educational Leadership
Kathleen D. Henderson
Office of Student Success and 
Parent Engagement
Janet M. Herrelko
Department of Teacher Education
Rebekah J. Lawhorn
Office of Student Success 
and Parent Engagement
Craig J. Letavec
Department of Management Information 
Systems, Operations Management, and 
Decision Sciences
Steven D. Mueller
Student Development, Health and Wellness
Jack O’Gorman
Roesch Library
Thomas E. Oldenski, S.M.














Department of Music 
Edward F. Mykytka
Department of Engineering  
Management and Systems 
AMERICAN 




Last-minute additions or deletions
often must be made after the pro-
gram has been printed. The infor-
mation in this graduation program 
does not reflect students’ final 
transcripts. Official diplomas and 
appropriate honors will be award-
ed upon completion of all degree 
requirements. The official list of the 
names of graduates is recorded in 
the office of the registrar.
 
Only representatives of the press,
authorized by the University  
marshal, are permitted to take  
photographs on the floor. 
Guests and visitors may take 
photographs from the stands 
only.  
 
Please remain seated during the  
processional.
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9:00–9:30 A.M.





Willie L. Morris, III  —  Director
 
 














Director of Campus Ministry







Garrett A. Woods 
Graduating in Music Peformance 
WELCOMING REMARKS
Steven D. Cobb








GRADUATE AND  
SPECIALIST DEGREES
Paul M. Vanderburgh
Associate Provost for 
Graduate Academic Affairs
UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
College of Arts and Sciences
Jason L. Pierce
Dean
School of Business Administration
Paul M. Bobrowski
Dean










Rev. James F. Fitz, S.M. 










Please remain seated during Recessional.
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DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN THEOLOGY
Jason Ashley Hentschel
Dayton, OH
B.A., Ouachita Baptist University
M.A., Baylor University





Dissertation: “As for Me and My House:  The Theology of the Family in the American Quiverfull Movement”
Herbert Dean Miller
Dayton, OH
B.A., Kentucky Christian University
M.Div., Emmanuel School of Religion
Dissertation: “Enacting Theology, Americanism, and Friendship: The 1837 Debate on Roman Catholicism between Alexander 
Campbell and Bishop John Purcell”
*In Absentia
December 2015CommProgramNew.indd   6 12/15/2015   10:52:01 AM
*In Absentia 7






DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Ann E. Biswas
Dayton, OH
B.A., Wright State University
M.A., University of Dayton




B.S.B.A., University of Dayton
M.B.A., University of Dayton
Dissertation: “The Cultivation and Inhibition of Creativity from the Perspective of Individuals with Multiple Patents”









DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN ELECTRO-OPTICS
Han Li
Changchun, China
B.S., Changchun University of Science and Technology, China
M.S., University of Dayton
Dissertation: “Analysis and Applications of Novel Optical Single- and Multi-Layer Structures”
 




B.E., University of Madras, India
M.S., University of Tennessee




B.S.T., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, India
M.S., Old Dominion University




B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., University of Dayton
Dissertation: “Hierarchical Autoassociative Polynomial Network for Deep Learning of Complex Manifolds”
Wu Cheng
Nanjing, China
B.S., Nanjing University, China
M.S., University of Dayton




B.E., Nanjing University, China
M.S., University of Dayton
Dissertation: “Blur Image Processing”
*    




B.S., Ohio State University
M.S., Ohio State University





M.S., University of Pennsylvania




B.S., King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia
M.S., University of Dayton
Dissertation: “Dynamic Modeling and Verification of an Energy Efficient Greenhouse with an Aquaponic System Using TRNSYS”
Giacomo Flora
Dayton, OH
B.E., Sapienza University of Rome, Italy
M.E., Sapienza University of Rome, Italy 
Dissertation: “Fuel Structure Effects on Surrogate Alternative Jet Fuel Emission”
Jeffrey Ross Monfort
Kettering, OH
B.M.E., University of Dayton
M.S., University of Dayton
Dissertation: “Experimental Investigation into Thermo-Acoustic Instability in Pre-Mixed, Pre-Vaporized Bluff-Body Stabilized 
Flames”
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GRADUATE AND SPECIALIST DEGREES
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DEGREE — MASTER OF COMPUTER SCIENCE




























DEGREE — MASTER OF FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS
Sheng Kang
Shanghai, China











*    
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DEGREES — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND




   Cum Laude
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Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia
















Joanne Kyle Alexia Baker








































































*    
*    
*    





































*    
*    


































































*    
*    
*    
*    
*    





























DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Ziyad Tariq Aldosari
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia



























DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Nahar Munadi Alanazi 
Alkhobar, Saudi Arabia






Ahmed Sulaiman Al Safran
Alahassa, Saudi Arabia
































*    
*    
*    
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Kevin C. Krucki 
Dayton, OH
Khalifa Emhamed Ali Lala
Nalut, Libya
*    
*    














West KK Nagar, India
Ankith Nayakoti
Hyderabad, India


















































DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING
Rameez Ahmed Khan
Karachi, Pakistan
*    
*    
*    
*    
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DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT
Sara K. Alanazi
Alkhafji, Saudi Arabia
















*    
*    
Kevin A. Davis
Springboro, OH
Ralph Michel El Sayah
Mtayleb, Lebanon
































DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING MECHANICS
Sirija Ananth
Hindupur, India
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MANAGEMENT SCIENCE
Zhehao Xia
Guixi City, China
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MATERIALS ENGINEERING























Amr Abdurahman A. Alhajjaji
Makkah, Saudi Arabia












*    
*    
*    

















































*    













































Mohammed Abdul-Aziz Marzouqi Salamah
Al Medina, Saudi Arabia
Prashanth Subburam
Theni, India
*    
*    
*     *    
*    
*    
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UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Jason L. Pierce
Dean
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF ARTS
COMMUNICATION
Samuel F. Bertrams
Dayton, OH  
Daniel William Bolton
Wilmette, IL  
Kristina M. Boyarsky
Mentor, OH  
Joshua Gregory Bush
Riverside, OH  
Kassandra Mariel DeMoss
Troy, OH
   Cum Laude
Liberty Jane Ewald
Tiffin, OH
   Cum Laude
Margaret Laura Fiegl
Springfield, OH  
Michael J. Fisher
Lima, OH  
James Spenser Grimes
Cincinnati, OH  
Jennifer Paige Grote
Cincinnati, OH  
Laura Gwen Hagen
Florence, SC
   Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas H. Kaczkowski
Powell, OH  
Jonathan Andrew Kostoff
Copley, OH  
Bradley D. Leconey
Clayton, OH  
Zhaoyu Lin
Shanghai, China  
Rachel Elaine McAllister
Bloomington, IL  
Travis Daniel Pescatrice
Rocky River, OH  
Jesse O’Connell Rawls
Rockville, MD  
Michael Anthony Rotunno
Glen Gardner, NJ  
Sandra L. Shephard
Kettering, OH  
Madeline Elizabeth Simmonds
Columbus, OH  
Abigal Grace Totten
Allison Park, PA  
Teresa Lea Whitley
Dayton, OH















   Magna Cum Laude
   Core Program
   Marianist Leadership Scholar
   University Honors
Timothy John Kraft
Cleves, OH
   Core Program 
Matthew Benjamin Leff (Dual Degrees)
Arlington Heights, IL
   Summa Cum Laude
   University Honors 
William M. McClure
Bellbrook, OH    
James T. Pugh
Germantown, OH
*    
*    










Oak Park, IL 
MUSIC





POLITICAL SCIENCE  
Morgan Elizabeth Draves
Berea, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
   Chaminade Scholar
   University Honors with Distinction
James Joseph Gang
Knoxville, TN    
Ethan Michael Kissock 
Dayton, OH    
Joseph M. Makielski
Mishawaka, IN    
Soern Lyston Osborne
Naperville, IL    
Lucille Marguerite Shafer
Dayton, OH    
Tess Caroline Williams





Cincinnati, OH   
Mackenzie Jo Courtney
Erie, PA
   Summa Cum Laude
   University Honors
Julia Marie Finan
Fort Mitchell, KY   
Sylvia Anne Gomez MacKenzie
West Chester, OH   
Catherine Maria Hackl
Carmel, IN
   Cum Laude 
Fernando Martinez
Orland Hills, IL   
*    
Kori M. McBride
Beavercreek, OH   
Carrie L. Scanniello
Bay Village, OH   
Yihong Wei (Dual Degrees)
Changzhou, China
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
James Stewart Harless (Dual Degrees)
Greenville, OH    
Sarah Terese Petrocci
Rockville, MD
   Summa Cum Laude
   Chaminade Scholar
   University Honors
SOCIOLOGY
Jake H. Berman
Beavercreek, OH  
Vienna Marie Boni
Erie, PA
   Magna Cum Laude
Gina Brigid Calabrese




Amy Katherine Furrer 
Centerville, OH






Ellen Elizabeth Dreher 
Westlake, OH




   Magna Cum Laude
Xuchuan Liu






DEGREE — BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
Cynthia Freeman Hamilton
Dayton, OH
   Cum Laude
Omar Belal Jarun
Peachtree City, GA  
Elizabeth Tess Keener 
Centerville, OH  
Kyle Charles Kemp
Fairborn, OH  
Michael John Mullen
West Chester, OH








   Summa Cum Laude
Yemani Schneider
Cincinnati, OH 









Riyadh, Saudi Arabia   
Ellyn Danielle Davis
Dayton, OH   
Timothy C. Frommeyer
Dublin, OH   
Yi Liu
Foshan, China
   Cum Laude
   University Honors with Distinction
Michael D. Mingus
Athens, AL   
Stephanie Anne Pohlman
Delphos, OH
   Magna Cum Laude 
Chenjia Wang 
Xi’An, China   
Youkun Zhang
Hangzhou, China 
*    






Abdullah Al Mubarak, Kuwait
   Cum Laude 
Matthew James Witzeman
Bellbrook, OH
   Summa Cum Laude







Paul T. Stamas  
Brookfield, WI
   Summa Cum Laude




   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
Michael John Franzese
Burr Ridge, IL
   Magna Cum Laude
   Dayton Civic Scholar
   University Honors
Felecia A. Gonzalez
Oak Lawn, IL   
Sean Richard Kennedy
Cincinnati, OH
   Cum Laude
   University Honors
Olivia Ruth Max
Lexington, KY
   Magna Cum Laude 
Kelsie E. Neal
Chagrin Falls, OH   
Delaine Lynn Oda
Springboro, OH
   Summa Cum Laude
   University Honors
Jessica Frances Smith
Bellefontaine, OH
   Summa Cum Laude




   Magna Cum Laude
David C. Farr
Beverly Hills, MI  
Erin M. Grupp
Flossmoor, IL  
Kasey K. Jackson
Dayton, OH  
Nicole Marie Miller
Holland, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
Tyler William Starkey

















   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
*    
*    
*    
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Paul M. Bobrowski
Dean
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
ACCOUNTING
Ryan John Aske
Strongsville, OH  
James Taylor W. Ballack





   Cum Laude
Robert James Brooks
Deerfield, IL  
Jeanmarie Patricia Burdi
Ramsey, NJ  
Yidan Gao
Zhengzhou, China
   Cum Laude
Wei Guo
Tian Jing, China  
Nicole M. Hinkebein
St. Louis, MO
   Magna Cum Laude
Kaitlyn M. Jones
Beavercreek, OH
   Summa Cum Laude
Griffin Patrick Korner 
Bloomfield Hills, MI
   Cum Laude
Holly N. Madliger
Kettering, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
Samuel P. Newell
Rochester, NY  
Samuel Rozzi IV
Patchogue, NY  
Timothy James Stepanek Jr.
Hudson, OH  
Daniel Patrick Tierney
St. Louis, MO  
Nanjun Zhou
Liuzhou, China 
   Cum Laude
Xiaotong Zhou
Beijing, China




   Cum Laude






Saihat, Saudi Arabia  
Joanna Gabrielle Bologna
Clinton Township, MI  
Chenhui Cai
Shanghai, China  
Michael J. Collins
Northbrook, IL
   Cum Laude
Xi Fang 
Hangzhou, China  
Mengxin Li
Beijing, China  
Yuetong Lin
Dalian, China  
Thomas M. Mesewicz
Hilliard, OH  
Yiming Pan
Suzhou, China  
Gabriel F. Porro
Guaynabo, PR  
Tianyu Qiao
Taiyuan, China  
Corey T. Reed
Oak Park, IL  
Nathan Gregory Schaefer
Huron, OH
   Cum Laude
Gabrielle Christina Scott
Hinsdale, IL  
Li Shen
Hangzhou, China  
Peng Wang
Baoding, China  
Xiaoyue Wang
Dalian, China  
Qi Yan
Beijing, China  
Xintong Zhang
Jiangsee, China
   Magna Cum Laude
Tingting Zheng 
Xiamen, China







Shanghai, China  
Tongxin Gao
Harbian, China  
Wan He
Zhuji, China  
Le Luo
Chengdu, China
   Magna Cum Laude
Jiajun Peng
Foshan, China  
Jingping Yu
Hohhot, China  
Haoyang Zhang
Dongying, China  
Bingyu Zhao
Harbin, China  
Peng Zhao
Hangzhou, China




   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
LEADERSHIP
Mitchell L. Sanders
Farmington Hills, MI  
Nicholas William Scheuermann
Bellbrook, OH
   Cum Laude
Lintong Sun








Kettering, OH  
Xue Deng
Guangan, China  
Colin M. Doyle
Chicago, IL  
Sean Brendan Ferguson
Allison Park, PA  
Patrick J. Gallagher
Cleveland, OH  
Wayne R. Gerbasi
Medina, OH  
Myles Lennmalm Harte
Sewickley, PA  
Hayden Paul Huber
Cincinnati, OH  
Connor Glenn Kacsor
Leo, IN  
Matthew S. Kahwaji
Akron, OH  
Tianmu Luo
Guangzhou, China  
Kyle Patrick Martin
Arlington Heights, IL  
Jing Meng
Wuhan, China




Reynoldsburg, OH  
Eric C. Ryan
Roselle, IL  
Yinyue Tan
Kunming, China  
Bingjie Wang
Beijing, China  
Yuezhou Yu
Kunming, China 
OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY MANAGEMENT
Elizabeth Katherine Gallaway 
Pittsburgh, PA
*    
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HEALTH SCIENCES
Kevin R. Kelly
Dean
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
DIETETICS
Kathryn Mary Brown




Xenia, OH  
Jessica Paige Sill
Westerville, OH
   Cum Laude
EDUCATION AND ALLIED STUDIES
Abigail Nicole Christy
Beavercreek, OH
   Cum Laude 
Ashley Christiana Fecher
Riverside, OH   
Matthew Benjamin Leff (Dual Degrees)
Arlington Heights, IL
   Summa Cum Laude
   University Honors
David E. Reed
Willoughby Hills, OH   







Pittsburgh, PA  
Trace Adam Bradley
Centerville, OH
   Cum Laude
Phillip O. Bridges
Colorado Springs, CO  
   Commissioned in the United States Army
Michael Thomas Browne







Vandalia, OH  
*    
Austin John Downing
Middletown, OH




   Cum Laude
Anne Jacqueline Best
Evergreen Park, IL
   Magna Cum Laude
Jacob Alexander Greenlee
Louisville, KY  
Kevin Michael Hoffman
Stow, OH
   Cum Laude
Carleen Jane Peck
Thiensville, WI
   Magna Cum Laude
Megan Elizabeth White
Carmel, IN
   Cum Laude
SECONDARY CATHOLIC RELIGION EDUCATION
James Stewart Harless (Dual Degrees)
Greenville, OH
SPORT MANAGEMENT
Alan William Pancake 
Dayton, OH
*    
*    
*    






DEGREE — BACHELOR OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERING















   Commissioned in the United States Air Force
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Austen M. Alber
Brookville, OH  
Jahaz Talaq Alotaibi
Riydadh, Saudi Arabia  
Saeed Fahad Alquraishi
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia  
Abdullah Salem Alshammari (Dual Degrees)
Jubail, Saudi Arabia
   Magna Cum Laude
Evan J. Brohman
Prospect, KY  
Daniel Nicholas Buerkle
Rochester, NY  
Charles Robert Fiorenza
Cincinnati, OH
   Cum Laude
Qi Huang
Nanjing, China  
Jianyu Pan
Zhoushan, China  
Shuo Sun
Lianyungang, China  
Paul M. Terenzi
Huntington, NY  
Genavieve J. Wendel
Fort Recovery, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas W. Wright
Huber Heights, OH  
Garrett Wilson Wyatt
Franklin, OH  
Ahmad Yousef  
Kuwait City, Kuwait 
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Zakariye Issa Ali
Grove City, OH   
Moath Khalid Aljohar
Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia
Farouq Mohammad Al Omari 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia   
Bandr Mohsin Alsubaie
Dammam, Saudi Arabia   
Ebraheem Mohammad Ashkanani
Jabriya, Kuwait
   Magna Cum Laude 
Jude Jabari Raimond Austin
Cincinnati, OH  
Tyler Jay Bagdasarian
Kirtland, OH
   Cum Laude
Travis Joseph Bills
St. Henry, OH
   Cum Laude 
Zachary Robert Blaies 
O’Fallon, IL   
Joseph Alexander Bloom
Florence, KY   
Jonathon P. Caito
Galena, OH
   Cum Laude 
Mary Joy Frances Cardilino
Kettering, OH
   Magna Cum Laude 
Jeremy Michael Carson
Columbia Station, OH   
Collin Michael Coates 
Springboro, OH   
Ashley Ann Cooper
Kettering, OH   
Joseph M. Cronin
Cincinnati, OH
   Cum Laude 
Megan E. Dechering
Cincinnati, OH   
Nicole Suzanne Erlich 
Glenview, IL   
Caroline Jane Feldman
Hudson, OH
   Cum Laude 
Katie Lynn Fox 
Alliance, OH   
Kyle A. Frank
Tiffin, OH   
*    
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Stefen D. Frye 
North Royalton, OH
   Cum Laude 
Aleksandar Grocic
Elmhurst, IL   
Joseph P. Hamilton II
Beavercreek, OH
   Commissioned in the United States Air Force   
Anthony Richard Hansen
West Chester, OH   
Husain A. Hasan
Kuwait City, Kuwait   
Alexander Stephen Hazlett
Lewis Center, OH   
Johnny Ferguson Hill III
Prospect, KY   
Timothy C. Holtz
Centerville, OH   
Timothy Arthur Hudson
Hamilton, OH   
Randall Kyle Hueston
Holland, OH   
Victoria Elizabeth Hutten
Dayton, OH   
Derek J. Kazee 
Dayton, OH   
Daniel J. Kelley
Columbus, OH
   Cum Laude 
Robin Elizabeth Ker
Oxford, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors with Distinction
Christopher John Kerner
Manassas, VA
   Cum Laude 
Cailin Q. Kilduff
Timonium, MD   
Stephen Robert Knape
Ada, MI   
Matthew A. Lechleiter
Louisville, KY   
Malik Alexander Malone
Powell, OH   
Ryan E. May
Mundelein, IL   
Brett Michael Muller
Mason, OH   
Stephen Ezzat Osseiran
Westport, CT   
Brandon Michael Owens
Lewis Center, OH
   Summa Cum Laude 
Robert R. Petrick
Imperial, PA
   Cum Laude 
Rachel Victoria Petro
Ijamsville, MD   
Phillip George Reed
Centerville, OH
   Commissioned in the United States Army  
Steven Paul Rysavy
Hilliard, OH   
Samantha M. Saud
Loveland, OH
   Cum Laude 
Timothy Edward Schaefer
Sylvania, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
Jared Anthony Schroeder
Columbus Grove, OH   
Benjamin M. Schultheis
Cincinnati, OH
   Cum Laude 
Timothy J. Skillen
Gibsonia, PA
   Cum Laude 
Abigail May Spohn
Getzville, NY
   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
Dillon Michael Stenger
Galena, OH   
Robert A. Strohmeyer 
Aurora, OH   
Mark L. Sutkowy, Jr.
Seven Hills, OH
   Summa Cum Laude 
Shaquille Terrel Tensley
Indianapolis, IN   
Jonathan Robert Tobias
Centerville, OH   
Casey Fields Topp
Hilliard, OH   
Cody Meadows Topp 
Hilliard, OH   
Travis R. Venanzi
Centerville, OH   
Vincenzo Dominic Violi
Columbia Station, OH   
James Leonard Vogel 
Cincinnati, OH
   Cum Laude 
Christopher Vincent Wagner
Cincinnati, OH   
John G. Welch  
Terre Haute, IN   
Matthew R. West
Cleveland Heights, OH
   Magna Cum Laude 
Seth Daniel Wieging
Grove City, OH 
   Cum Laude 
Michael D. Woeste
Louisville, KY
   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
Alexander J. Wolf
Fort Loramie, OH  
Daniel G. Wroble
Lisle, IL 
   Cum Laude 
   University Honors
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DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Conrad Richard Merling
Wilmington, OH
   Cum Laude
Nicholas M. Pelini
Fairlawn, OH  
Alexander P. Remillard
Miamisburg, OH  
Vikranth Sivakumar
Chantilly, VA  
Stefan Anders Westberg
Gurnee, IL
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
ELECTRONIC AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
Abdullah Salem Alshammari (Dual Degrees)
Jubail, Saudi Arabia
   Magna Cum Laude 
Kelsey Estelle Diachun
Livonia, MI
   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
Charles Leighty Heistand
Germantown, OH
   Cum Laude
GLOBAL MANUFACTURING SYSTEMS ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
James Andrew Brewer
Marietta, GA  
Kyle M. Hulthen
Medina, OH  
Georgena Marie Jones
Huber Heights, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY


















Dallastown, PA  
Shafi Alajmi
Kuwait City, Kuwait  
Hassan Hussain Alhashim
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia  
Abdulrahman Kh A E Kh E Alhazeem
Al-Rehab, Kuwait  
Ali Abdullah Alkandari 
Qurtoba, Kuwait
Mustafa A. Almashamia
Saihat, Saudi Arabia  
Mohammed Yosef Bander
Kuwait City, Kuwait  
John Paul Berkemeier
Rives Junction, MI
   Cum Laude
*    
Ryan Taylor Bricker
Dublin, OH  
Nicholas Michael DiRienzo
Canfield, OH  
Kevin M. Eversole
North Aurora, IL  
Brett Daniel Gross
Fort Lupton, CO
   Commissioned in the United States Army  
Jafar Haji
Janoob Al-Surah, Kuwait  
Dustin D. Howell
North Lewisburg, OH  
Muath Jamal Kursum
Beavercreek, OH  
Daniel J. Legittino
Elgin, IL  
Rhine Nicol Morland
Dayton, OH  
Daniel Alexander Ney
Lake Orion, MI  
Henry Schmitt
Dayton, OH  
Michael Robert Senne  
Centerville, OH
   Summa Cum Laude
Taylor C. Snyder
West Chester, OH  
Joseph J. Stubbers
Mason, OH  
Scott Donald Trauger
Sellersville, PA
   Summa Cum Laude
Andrew Douglas Willse
Medina, OH
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CHAMINADE SCHOLARS







Awarded to selected students for having successfully completed an integrated academic curriculum program in religious studies, 















Awarded to selected students for having successfully completed a four-year service, leadership and faith program inspired by the 




Awarded to selected graduating seniors for three years of voluntary interdisciplinary river stewardship and civic engagement 
























































Abdullah Salem Alshammari 
Bachelor of Electrical Engineering/ 
Electrical Engineering   
Bachelor of Science in Engineering  
Technology/Electronic and  
Computer Engineering Technology
James Stewart Harless
Bachelor of Arts/Religious Studies   
Bachelor of Science in Education/ 
Secondary Catholic Religion Education 
Matthew Benjamin Leff
Bachelor of Arts/History   
Bachelor of Science in Education/ 
Education and Allied Studies   
Yihong Wei
Bachelor of Arts/Psychology   
Bachelor of Science in Education/ 












Management Information Systems 
Tao He











International Business/Marketing  
Holly N. Madliger
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COMMISSIONED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED SERVICES
These students have successfully completed a precommissioning curriculum consisting of American military history, computer 
literacy, oral and written communication, and military science or aerospace studies, in addition to their undergraduate degree 
requirements. They have also completed leadership training and field training exercises, physical fitness requirements, one social 
event per year, and a month of field training in the summer. Congratulations to these officers of the United States armed services.
COMMISSIONED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
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DEGREES CONFER
RED ON AUGUST 3
, 2015
DOCTORAL DEGREES 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN BIOLOGY
Jennifer M. Lang
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN THEOLOGY
Herbert Dean Miller
 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HEALTH SCIENCES
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
Sarah Ann Harrell
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING





GRADUATE AND SPECIALIST DEGREES
 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES










Megan Lynn Heimbuch Kevin J. Kryston
ENGLISH
Naifa Saeed D. Alqahtani Michael B. Key Rachel Marie Rowe
PASTORAL MINISTRY
Catherine J. MacLean Scott Thomas Paeplow Samantha Marie White
PSYCHOLOGY
Julie L. Prosser










DEGREE — MASTER OF COMPUTER SCIENCE
Musaad Mohammed AlKhalifah Sumanth Kanukuntla
DEGREE — MASTER OF FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS
Yuan Tian
DEGREE — MASTER OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATION
Danielle Marie Hoying
DEGREE — MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Jun Sun
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY
Benjamin J. Byard Anusha Rudraraju
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED MATHEMATICS
Fatimah Ali Alahmadi
Abeer Owaidh Algethami




SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DEGREES — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  
AND MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Natalie K. Bruns Nicholas Steven Pirik



























SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HEALTH SCIENCES
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AUGUST GRADUATES
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION AND HEALTH SCIENCES

















































































DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN AEROSPACE ENGINEERING
Tyler J. Flocken Christopher Michael Mattox Dhuree Seth
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOENGINEERING
Emily Katherine Breitner Andrea M. Chambers Rachel Lynn Dzieran
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Mohammed Mahdi Albader
Muataz Mamdouh Albayari
Khalid Saleh Aldhahri Bradley Christopher Thomas
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL ENGINEERING
Chanakya Reddy Kondam























December 2015CommProgramNew.indd   34 12/15/2015   10:52:08 AM
35
AUGUST GRADUATES
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRO-OPTICS
Rahmah A. Alzahrani Sarah E. Krug










DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MATERIALS ENGINEERING
Drew Michael Hilgefort Nicolas Perilla

















DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN RENEWABLE AND CLEAN ENERGY
Alexandra Brogan Chandra Harsha Theegela Jada Bennette Williams
UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF ARTS
AMERICAN STUDIES




















Meghan Elizabeth Burns Henry W. Neal
GERMAN
Noel Stephen Shanahan Andrew Thomas Slusher
HUMAN RIGHTS STUDIES
Joseph Edwin Gerlach








Benjamin James Bruns Matthew Robert Liebenauer
PSYCHOLOGY









Andrea Marie Bottalla Anne Marie Nicole Cardilino
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
Thomas M. Crowley Michael Doyle Geddes Paul S. Webendorfer





DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
BIOLOGY






Timothy E. Frey Kyle A. Hutchison Vincent William Vivirito
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AUGUST GRADUATES
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
ACCOUNTING















Noel Stephen Shanahan Xiaoyi Ying
LEADERSHIP










OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY MANAGEMENT
Joseph Richard Blankemeyer
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HEALTH SCIENCES
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION AND HEALTH SCIENCES
ADOLESCENCE TO YOUNG ADULT EDUCATION
Corey Mao Ya Baumgart
Rebecca Lynn Kilibarda





EDUCATION AND ALLIED STUDIES
William D. Coleman Wendolim Torres




































DEGREE — BACHELOR OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
Amy Kathleen Schultz Joseph L. Sicurezza Michael L. Smith





Fatemah Mohsen Sayed Hamzah
Siyu Shen
Yu Zheng
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DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Rachel E. Armstrong Jacob L. Robinson-Lieberman Andrew J. Sutter







Ronald James Masek Jr. Yahya Yateem
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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON CEREMONIAL MACE 
The ceremonial mace is an orna- 
mented staff of wood, carried before 
a high official in civic ceremonies by 
a mace-bearer, intended to represent 
the official’s authority. The mace as 
used in our time derives from the orig-
inal mace used as a weapon to defend a 
sovereign during public appearances. 
Today the mace is used in processions, 
as on parliamentary or formal aca-
demic occasions.
This University of Dayton mace was 
designed to replace an earlier version 
that needed repair and was retired 
from use after the 2008 December 
graduation ceremony.  The new mace 
was designed by Charles P. Wanda, 
S.M., ’59 and executed by Mr. William 
Wiehe of Artisan Wood Ltd. The 
mace is made of walnut and is topped 
with the official seal of the Univer-
sity.  Below the seal on the staff is a 
ring of multiple notches that rep-
resents the various components of 
the University — its colleges and all 
other organizations on campus that 
fulfill the mission to learn, lead and 
serve. Below it are two rings — one 
blue and one red — to represent the 
school colors. Near the bottom of 
the staff is a gold ring representing 
the wealth of knowledge and expe-
riences passed on to generations of 
graduates. 
At the bottom of the staff is a four- 
sided triangular piece, with each 
side bearing the Marianist cross, 
a symbol to represent the original 
four Marianists:  Bro. Zehler,  
Bro. Schultz, Fr. Meyer and  
Bro. Edel who founded the Univer-
sity in 1850. The entire staff was 
designed to be a symbol of the torch 
of knowledge.
  
The University mace is only present 
during official ceremonies when 
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BRIEF HISTORY
In the summer of 1849, Father  
Leo Meyer and Brother Charles 
Schultz, the first Marianist mission-
aries to America, journeyed from 
France to Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
they intended to establish a base 
for the order in this country. They 
arrived, however, during a cholera 
epidemic, so Bishop John Purcell of 
Cincinnati soon sent Father Meyer 
to Dayton to minister to the sick 
of Emmanuel Parish. On March 19, 
1850, the feast of St. Joseph, Father 
Meyer purchased Dewberry Farm 
from John Stuart and renamed it 
Nazareth. Mr. Stuart accepted a 
medal of St. Joseph and a promise 
of $12,000 at 6 percent interest 
in return for 125 acres, including 
vineyards, orchards, a mansion and 
various farm buildings. Meanwhile, 
more Marianists arrived, and Naz-
areth became the first permanent 
foundation of the Society of Mary in 
the Western hemisphere.
The University of Dayton had its 
earliest beginnings on July 1, 1850, 
when St. Mary’s School for Boys, a 
frame building that not long before 
had housed farm hands, opened its 
door to 14 primary students from 
Dayton. In 1882, the institution was 
incorporated and empowered to 
confer collegiate degrees under the 
laws of the State of Ohio. Known at 
various times as St. Mary’s School, 
St. Mary’s Institute and St. Mary’s 
College, the school assumed its 
present identity in 1920, when it was 
incorporated as the University of 
Dayton and was given the nickname 
of the Flyers. In 1922, the College 
of Law opened, also with evening 
classes. Other graduate programs 
followed to augment the profession-
al degree programs which distin-
guished the University from many 
of Ohio’s other independent institu-
tions of higher learning. In 1923, the 
first summer session was held; its 
classes, like those of the law college, 
were open to women as well as men. 
In 1937, the University became the 
first co-educational Catholic univer-
sity in the nation.
Enrollment passed a thousand when 
World War II broke out. By 1950, 
with the return of the veterans, it 
reached more than 3,500. The 1960s 
saw significant increases in female 
and minority students. In the 1970s, 
there was a shift to a largely residen-
tial student body, and at the same 
time many more nontraditional 
(older) students matriculated. By 
the mid-1970s, total enrollment 
steadied at more than 10,000, with 
current enrollment of approximate-
ly 7,400 full-time undergraduates. 
A long-range environmental design 
has helped integrate new buildings 
and old, and made the campus more 
livable by increasing its beauty as 
well as its efficiency. As the Univer-
sity of Dayton enters the 21st cen-
tury, it is building modern student 
facilities.Academically, the Univer-
sity has continued to expand and 
enrich its offerings and support ser-
vices, especially since mid-century. 
Graduate studies, abandoned during 
World War II, resumed in 1960, with 
the School of Education leading 
the way. In 1969, the department of 
biology inaugurated the first doctor-
al program since 1928. The School of 
Engineering introduced two doctor-
al programs in 1973, and in 1992, the 
first doctoral degrees in educational 
leadership were awarded. In 1997, 
the board of trustees approved a 
doctoral program in theology with 
a focus on the Catholic experience 
in the United States. It was the first 
such doctoral program on a Catholic 
campus nationally. 
The University has always main-
tained a tradition of innovation. In 
1874, St. Mary’s Institute’s new Play 
House gymnasium was the only one 
of its kind in Ohio, and it is probable 
that the first organized basketball 
game in the state took place there. 
In 1924, the University was the first 
school to be granted a charter by the 
41
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versity also responds to the needs of 
society and the region. Sponsored 
research at the University began 
in 1949 with a few faculty mem-
bers and student assistants doing 
part-time research for industry 
and government agencies. In 1956, 
the University of Dayton Research 
Institute (UDRI) was formed to 
consolidate the administration of the 
growing research activities. Annual 
research volume has increased from 
$3,821 in 1949, to more than $90 
million today. A center for discovery, 
development and technology com-
mercialization, UDRI is the largest 
nonmedical research facility on a 
Catholic university campus. 
The Dayton Early College Acade-
my, a charter school that emerged 
from a partnership between the 
University of Dayton and Dayton 
Public Schools, has already attracted 
notice from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation as one of the five 
most innovative “small scale” high 
schools in the country. Students 
take college coursework while earning 
their high school diplomas. Many of 
the DECA graduates matriculate at 
the University of Dayton or at other 
regional higher education institutions.
The University of Dayton’s RISE 
(Redefining Investment Strategy 
Education) Forum has grown into the 
world’s largest student investment 
forum. Some of the most influential 
and respected financial leaders travel 
to Dayton to interact with students 
and faculty from around the globe. 
The United Nations Global Compact 
joined UD as a cosponsor for the 
forum in 2007. The featured speakers 
are the best and brightest from Wall 
Street, corporate America, govern-
ment and the financial media. 
From its humble roots as a private 
boarding school for boys, the Uni-
versity of Dayton today ranks among 
the best Catholic universities in the 
country. It is the largest indepen-
dent university in Ohio and draws 
students from around the country 
and the world. 
National Aeronautical Association. 
It was one of the first in the nation to 
offer a course in biophysics (1935). 
In 1952, it invited persons over 60 to 
attend its evening classes as guests. 
Its graduate program in laser optics 
was one of the earliest in the coun-
try. It was one of the first education-
al institutions to adopt electronic 
data-processing equipment and to 
offer degrees in computer science. 
In 1999, the University of Dayton 
was the first in the nation to offer 
an undergraduate degree program in 
human rights. In 2004, the University  
of Dayton partnered with Nanjing 
University, one of the top universities 
in China, to establish the University 
of Dayton-Nanjing University Suzhou 
Executive Training Center. The 
first American university in China’s 
Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP), the 
University of Dayton China Institute 
bridges the gap between economies, 
cultures and communities through 
research, academic programs and 
collaboration with partner industries 
in the park.
More than just a breeding ground 
for academic excellence, the Uni-
820
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Blessed William Joseph Chaminade
In 1850, four members of the Society of Mary founded a 
school which has become the University of Dayton; the 
Society continues its sponsorship of the University today. 
The whole campus community joins with the members 
of the Society of Mary in honoring Blessed Chaminade’s 
life and vision which inspires us as a community of faith 
and encourages us to become a community of transfor-
mation — to learn, lead and serve. Blessed Chaminade saw 
that in the midst of social change, which can be radical and 
disruptive, institutions can remain vibrant and grow. New 
times he believed called for new methods. That philosophy 
guides us every day as we live out the Marianist mission on 
campus. As a community, we 
read the signs of the times and 
act boldly and imaginatively.
Chaminade and his Marian-
ist legacy created faith com-
munities and educational 
institutions that have made 
the Gospel come alive in every age. We honor the 
founder of the Society of Mary because Chaminade’s 
vision of faith communities inspires the University 
to be a living community, a community that today 
demonstrates the Gospel being lived out with pas-
sion and vitality, with creativity and a collaborative 
spirit, and with deep faith and openness to go where 
the Spirit calls us to be. 
Blessed William Joseph Chaminade
With the entire Marianist Family throughout the world, 
the University of Dayton is celebrating this year the 
250th anniversary of the birth of Blessed William Joseph 
Chaminade, the founder of the 
Socie y of Mary (Marianists). 
In 1850, four me bers of 
the Society of Mary founded 
a school which has become 
the University of Dayton; 
the Society continues its 
sponsorship of the University 
today. We celebrate this special 
birthday anniversary becaus  Blessed Chaminade’s life and 
vision inspire us as a community of faith and encourage 
us to become a community of transformation — to learn, 
lead and serve. Blessed Chaminade saw that in the midst 
of social change, which can be radical and disruptive, 
institutions can remain vibrant and grow. New times he 
believed called for new methods. That philosophy guides 
us every day as we live out t e Marianist mis ion on 
campus. As a community, we read the signs of the times 
and act boldly and imaginatively.
Chaminade and his Marianist legacy created faith 
communities and educational institutions that have made 
the Gospel come alive in every age. We honor the founder 
of the Society of Mary because Chaminade’s vision of 
faith communities inspires the University to be a living 
community, a community that today demonstrates the 
Gospel being lived out with passion and vitality, with 
creativity and a collaborative spirit, and with deep faith 










This year, as we celebrate the birth of the founder of the Society of Mary, we begin a new tradition that grounds us in our 
mission and demonstrates the University of Dayton’s commitment to act boldly and imaginatively in community. We give to 
graduates a medal bearing the image of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade on one side and the seal of the University on the 
other. It will be an enduring tradition begun this Chaminade Year. 
University seal
The University seal communicates through images and words. 
The flaming torch in the center symbolizes the light and 
guidance of faith, a commitment of our University to educate 
for formation in faith. The open book represents the arts and 
sciences and their humanizing influence on the professional 
schools of the University. The wheel/gear conveys the idea of 
engineering and technology and the other professional studies, 
avenues through which service to God and to country (Pro Deo 
et Patria) can be rendered. The letter “M” which appears over 
the flame of the torch proclaims 
Mary, the Seat of Wisdom and the 
Mother of Jesus; it represents the 
influence of the Society of Mary 
(Marianists), the religious order of 
men that founded and sponsors 
the University. The “M” likewise 
recalls the original name of the 
University, Saint Mary’s Institute. 
Pro Deo et Patria (“For God and Country”) is the motto of the 
University — a motto that expresses the twofold duty all have 
to serve both God and humanity. (Patria, translated, means 
“country” or “nativeland,” but is interpreted today as embracing 
the whole world.) The figure “1850” in the outer rim of the seal 
is the foundation date of the school. The name, UNIVERSITY 
OF DAYTON, was adopted in 1920. The idea of completeness 
of education (religious, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, social and 
physical) is revealed in the circular shape of the seal itself. 
University seal
The University seal communicates through images 
and words. The flaming torch in the center symbol-
izes the light and guidance of faith, a commitment of 
our University to educate for formation in faith. The 
open book represents the arts and sciences and their 
humanizing influence on the professional schools of 
the University. The wheel/gear conveys the idea of 
engineering and technology and the  
other professional studies, avenues through which  
service to God and to country (Pro Deo et Patria) can be 
rendered. The letter “M” which appears over the flame 
of the torch proclaims Mary, the Seat of Wisdom and 
the Mother of Jesus; it represents the influence of the 
So iety of Mary (M rianists), 
the religious order of men that 
founded and sponsors the 
University.  The “M” likewise 
recalls the original name of 
the University, Saint Mary’s 
Instit te. Pro Deo et Patria 
(“For God and Country”) is 
the motto of the Universi-
ty — a motto that expresses the twofold duty all have 
to serve both God and humanity. (Patria, translated, 
means “country” or “nativeland,” but is  
interpreted today as embracing the whole world.) The 
figure “1850” in e outer rim of the seal is he foundation 
date f the school. The name, UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON, 
was adopted in 1920. The idea of completeness of educa-
tion  (religious, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, social and 
physical) is revealed in the circular shape of the seal itself. 
                                                GRADUATION MEDAL
With the entire Marianist Family throughout the world, the University of Dayton celebrated in 2011 the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, the founder of the Society of Mary (Marianists). 
That year, the University began a new tradition that grounds us in our mission and demonstrates the University of 
Dayton’s commitment to act boldly and imaginatively in community. Honoring that tradition, we entrust to 
graduates a medal bearing the image of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade on one side and the seal of the Uni-
versity on the other. 
Blessed William Joseph Chaminade
With the entire Marianist Fa ily throughout the world, 
the University of Dayton is celebrating this year the 
250th anniversary of the birth of Blessed William Joseph 
Chaminade, the founder of the 
Society of Mary (Marianists). 
In 1850, four members of 
t e Society of Mary fou ded 
a school which has become 
the University of Dayton; 
the Society continues its 
sponsorship of the University 
today. We celebrate this special 
birthday anniversary because Blessed Chaminade’s life and 
vision inspire us as a community of faith and encourage 
us to become a com unity of tr nsformation — to earn, 
lead and serve. Blessed Chaminade saw that in the midst 
of social change, which can be radical and disruptive, 
institutions can remain vibrant and grow. New times he 
believed called for new methods. That philosophy guides 
us every day as we live out the Marianist mission on 
campus. As a community, we read the signs of the times 
and act boldly and imaginatively.
Chaminade and his Marianist legacy created faith 
communities and educational institutions that have made 
the Gospel come alive in every age. We honor the founder 
of the Society of Mary because Chaminade’s vision of 
faith communities inspires the University to be a living 
community, a community that today demonstrates the 
Gospel being lived out with passion and vitality, with 
creativity and a collaborative spirit, and with deep faith 










This year, as we celebrate th  birth of the f r of the Society of Mary, we begin  new tradition that grounds us in our 
mission and de onstrates the University of Dayton’s commitment to act boldly and imaginatively in community. We give to 
graduates a medal bearing the image of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade on one side and the seal of the University on the 
other. It will be an enduring tradition begun this Ch minade Year. 
University seal
The University seal communicates through images and words. 
The flaming torch in the center symbolizes the light and 
guidance of faith, a commitment of our University to educate 
for formation in faith. The open book represents the arts and 
sciences and their humanizing influence on the professional 
schools of the University. The wheel/gear conveys the idea of 
enginee ing and technology and t  other professional studies, 
avenues thr ugh which service to God and to country (Pro D o 
et Patria) can be rendered. The letter “M” which appears over 
the flame of the torch proclaims 
Mary, the Seat of Wisdom and the 
Mother of Jesus; it represents the 
influence of the Society of Mary 
(Marianists), the religious order of 
men that founded and sponsors 
the University. The “M” likewise 
recalls the original name of the 
University, Saint Mary’s Institute. 
Pro Deo et Patria (“For God and Country”) is the motto of the 
University — a motto that expresses the twofold duty all have 
to serve both God and humanity. (Patria, translated, means 
“country” or “nativeland,” but is interpreted today as embracing 
the whole world.) The figure “1850” in the oute  rim of the seal 
is the foundation date of the school. The name, UNIVERSITY 
OF DAYTON, was adopted in 1920. The idea of completeness 
of education (religious, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, social and 
physical) is revealed in the circular shape of the seal itself. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON ANTHEM
 
On mountain high and hillside,
O’er meadow and through dell
In busy mart and hamlet,
Where hearts their story tell,
A clarion voice is ringing,
It rises, now it falls
Arouse, all ye of Dayton,
Your Alma Mater calls.
UD, we hear you calling,
Fidelity’s the test,
Your sons and daughters answer from
North, South, East and West,
With measured tread advancing,
Our emblem full in view,
We sound your praise and pledge
Our loyalty to the Red and Blue.
Following the ceremony, University backdrops will be provided in both wings for your photography convenience.
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